
name of anything. When Vishnu is asleep, i.e., I am engrossed in day-to-day routine

activities, out of Vishu's ears are created these two demons. Ears denote the informa-

tion collecting ability of Vishnu. So out of the basic brain activity of mine, the two

demons | name and form | are generated. They attack Brahma, the clear percep-

tion about the Creation, and try to enforce a world view in terms of categorization

by names and forms. These two demons are di�cult to conquer.

:pra.ba.eaDM+ c+ .jaga.t~va.am�a.+ n�a.aya.ta.amacyua.ta.e+ l;Gu+ |
ba.eaDaÑ+ ;�a.kr *.ya.ta.ama~y+ .h:ntuamea.ta.E+ ma.h;asua=*E+ { 15 {
prabodham. ca jagatsv�am�� n��yat�amacyuto laghu j
bodha�sca kriyat�amasya hantumetau mah�asurau jj 15 jj

Please wake up Vishnu quickly and also create an idea in him to kill these

two mighty demons.

The meaning is clear in view of our explanation of the previous mantra.

5 Devi Atharvashirsha :

A;Ta.vRa.vea.d� ;ay+ .de ;v.ya.Ta.vRa.Z�a.a.SR+ atharvaved��ya devyatharva�s��rs.a

This sukta from Atharvaveda is related to (in fact it borrows from) Rigveda, the

mantras 1 to 8 of 125th sukta of 10th Adhyaya of the 10th Mandala. This sukta is a

link between philosophy (.d;ZRan+ dar�sana) and techniques (tan�&+ tantra). Yogic techniques
do not go very far without proper philosophy.

This sukta is considered to be very important in Atharvaveda. It is a tradition to

recite this sukta before Durgasaptashati. It gives a rare insight into some of the deep

concepts in Tantra and as such many teachers would not explain this sukta easily.

5.1 Text Translation and exaplanation :

? sa.veR+ vE+ .de ;va.+ .de ;v�a.amua.pa.ta~Tu+H k*:a.
as+ tvM+ ma.h;a.de ;v�a.a.�a.t+ { 1 {O~m sarve vai dev�a
dev��mupatasthuh. k�asi tvam. mah�adev��ti jj 1 jj

All the gods, going near the Goddess, asked "who are you, O mighty

Goddess?"

sa.a.b.�a.v�a.a.t,+ A;hM b.�a.Ý:~va�*.�a.pa.N�a.+ |
ma°+H :prakx *:�a.ta.pua�*:Sa.a.tmakM .jaga.t,+ |
.ZUanyM+ ca.a.ZUanyM+ c+ { 2 {
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s�abrav��t aham. brahmasvar�upin.�� j
mattah. prak.rtipurus.�atmakam. jagat j
�s�unyam. c�a�s�unyam. ca jj 2 jj

She said : I am an aspect o Brahma. From me this Universe, in form of

Prakruti and Purush, is generated; which is both void and non-void.

The Universe is existing or not existing depending upon your view point or plane of

reference or level of reality. We have already explained Prakruti and Purush.

A;h:ma.anand;ana.anand;E+ | A;h:m,+ ;�a.va:]a.ana.a.�a.va:]a.ane+ | A;hM b.�a.Ý;a.b.�a.Ý;N�a.+ vea.�a.d;ta.v.ye+ |
A;hM :pa aBUa.ta.anya.pa aBua.ta.a.�an+ | A;h:ma.�a.Ka.lM .jaga.t,+ { 3 {
aham�anand�an�anandau j aham vij~n�an�avij~n�ane j aham. brahm�abrahman.��
veditavye j
aham. pa~ncabh�ut�anyapa~ncabhut�ani j ahamakhilam. jagat jj 3 jj

I am both bliss and non-bliss. I am knowledge and non-knowledge. I am

brahma and non-brahma. The �ve primodial principles and non-principles

is myself. I am the whole percieved Universe.

Doubt : Bliss and non-bliss, or knowledge/non-knowledge are understanable, but

saying brahma/non-brahma does not make sense.

Reply : Remember that Devi is an inseparable part of the Attributeless Paramatma.

She is beyond the Creation as indicated by Brahma or the non-manifest state called

Abrahma.

vea.d;e+Y.h:ma.vea.d;e+Y.h:m,+ | ;�a.vaÀ;a.h:m,+ A;�a.vaÀ;a.h:m,+ |
A;ja.a.h:mana.ja.a.h:m,+ | ;�a.tayRa.#ca.a.h:m,+ { 4 {
vedo 0hamavedo 0ham j vidy�aham avidy�aham j
aj�ahamanaj�aham j tiryakc�aham jj 4 jj

I am Veda (knowledge about brahma) and non-knowledge. I am learning

and ignorance. I am unborn and also born. I am up, down and crosswards.

The purport of these mantras is that Devi is beyond the usual characterization.

A;hM �*:d�e ;
aBa.vRasua.
aBaÑa=*a.
am+ | A;h:ma.a.�a.d;tyEa�*:t+ ;�a.vaÖa.de ;vE+H |
A;hM ;
ama²a.a.va�*:Na.eaBa.+ ;�a.baBa.
amR+ | A;h;
amand� ;agn�a.+ A;h:ma.�aÖana.eaBa.+ { 5 {
aham. rudrebhirvasubhi�scar�ami j aham�adityairuta vi�svadevaih. j
aham. mitr�avarun. obh�a bibharmi j ahamindr�agn�� ahama�svinobh�a jj 5 jj

I move about in form of Rudra and Vasu. I move about as Aditya and

All-gods. I sustain Mitra, Varuna, Indra, Agni and both the Ashvinas.
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A;hM sa.eamM+ tva.×;a=M :pUa.Sa.NM+ BagM+ .d.Da.a.
am+ |
A;hM ;�a.va.SNuamua�*:kr *.mM+ b.�a.Ý;a.Namua.t+ :pra.ja.a.pa.�a.tM+ .d.Da.a.
am+ { 6 {
aham. somam. tvas.t.�aram. p�us.an. am. bhagam. dadh�ami j
aham. vis.n. umurukramam. brahm�an. amuta praj�apatim. dadh�ami jj 6 jj

I convey Soma, Tvasta, Pusha and Bhaga. I bring Vishnu with wide foor-

steps, Brahma and Prajapati.

A;hM .d.Da.a.
am+ d� ;�a.va.NM+ .h;�a.va.Sma.te+ sua.pra.a.v.ye+ ya.jama.ana.ay+ suanva.te+ | A;hM =*a.×� � ;+ sMagaman�a.+
vasUana.M+ ;�aca.�ak*:tua.S�a.+ :pra.Tama.+ ya.�a:]aya.ana.am,+ |
A;hM sua.ve+ ;�a.pa.ta=;ma~y+ mUa Ŗ ;nmam+ ya.ea.�ana=*p~vant+H samua.d�e |
y+ O;*vM+ vea.d | s+ .dE ;v�a.M+ sa}pa.d:ma.aÆa.ea.�a.t+ { 7 {
aham. dadh�ami dravin. am. havis.mate supr�avye yajam�an�aya sunvate j
aham. r�as.t.r�� sam. gaman�� vas�un�am. cikitus.�� pratham�a yaj~niy�an�am j
aham. suve pitaramasya m�urddhanmama yonirapsvantah. samudre j
ya evam. veda j sa daiv��m. sampadam�apnoti jj 7 jj

I bring Wealth with Havi for a yajaman who gives the best Havi to gods

and e�uses Soma. I am the Empresss of this whole Universe. I give wealth

to worshippers. I am the observer and the �rst amongst those worth

worshipping. I create on myself (as basis of all) the primodial elements

(like Akash etc.) My abode is in the Waters of Samudra (the consciousness

of self awareness). One who knows this obtains divine wealth.

t+ .de ;va.+ A;b.�ua.van,+ nama.e+ .de ;v.yE+ ma.h;a.de ;v.yE+ ;�a.Za.va.ayE+ sa.ta.tM+ nam+H |
nam+H :prakx *:tyE+ Ba.d� ;ayE+ ;�anaya.ta.+H sm+ ta.am,+ { 8 {
ta dev�a abruvan namo devyai mah�adevyai �siv�ayai satatam. namah. j
namah. prak.rtyai bhadr�ayai niyat�ah. sma t�am jj 8 jj

Then the gods said : Namaskars to the goddess, the great goddess. na-

maskars always to the goddess who is bene�cial to all. Namaskars to the

goddess who is the Nature and graceful. We, followers of rules, pay our

repects to her.

tama.�//�agna.va.Na. + ta.pasa.+ .$va.l*nt�a.M+ vEa=*eacan�a.M+ k*.mRa.P*.le *.Su+ .jua.×;am,+ |
.du :ga. + .de ;v�a.M+ .Za=*NM+ :pra.paÀ;ama.he Ysua=*aÄa.a.Za.�aya²yE+ te+ nam+H { 9 {
tamagnivarn. �am. tapas�a jvalant��m. vairocan��m. karmaphales.u jus.t.�am j
durg�am. dev��m. �saran. am. prapady�amahe 0sur�ann�a�sayitryai te namah. jj 9
jj

She, with colour of Agni, shining with knowledge, bright, being worshipped
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to obtain fruits of actions, we are in her refuge. O Devi, destroyer of Asura,

namaskars to you.

.de ;v�a.M+ va.acama.janayant+ .de ;va.a~ta.M+ ;�a.vaÖa�*:pa.+H :pa.Za.va.e+ va.d;��ant+ |
sa.+ na.e+ mand�e ;SmUa.j + .du ;h;ana.+ Deanua.va.agsma.anua.p+ sua.×u ;tEa.tu+ { 10 {
dev��m. v�acamajanayanta dev�ast�am. vi�svarup�ah. pa�savo vadanti j
s�a no mandres.m�urjam. duh�an�a dhenuv�agsm�anupa sus. t.utaitu jj 10 jj

The gods (of the form of Prana) created the shining Vak, which is spoken

by animals of all types. She, like a Kamadhenu, pleasure-giving, giving

food and strength, Vak be satis�ed by our prayers and come near us.

All the living creatures have their brains working with help of the Vak. Vak gives

food | all kinds of perceptions, pleasure | bliss and strength | intelligence.

k*:a.l*=*a²�a.M+ b.�a.Ý:~tua.ta.M+ vEa.SNa.v�a.M+ ~k*.nd:ma.a.ta=M |
sa=;~va.t�a.ama.�a.d;t�a.M+ .d:[a.du ;�a.h;ta=M nama.am+H :pa.a.vana.+ ;�a.Za.va.am,+ { 11 {
k�alar�atr��m. brahmastut�am. vais.n. av��m. skandam�ataram. j
sarasvat��madit��m. daks.aduhitaram. nam�amah. p�avan�a �siv�am jj 11 jj

To the Night in form of Time, the power of Vishnu, prayed by Vedas,

mother of Skanda (Parvati, Shivashakti), Sarasvati (Brahmashakti), mother

of gods Aditi, and daughter of Daksha (Sati), destroyer of sins, bene�cial

Bhagvati, we convey our namaskars.

ma.h;a.l*[}yE+ c+ ;�a.va¿;he sa.vRa.Za.��E+ D�a.ama.�a.h |
taÄa.e+ .de ;v�a.+ :praca.ea.d:ya.a.t,+ { 12 {
mah�alaks.myai ca vidmahe sarva�saktyai dh��mahi j
tanno dev�� pracoday�at jj 12 jj

We know the Mahalaxmi and meditate on her, the all-powerful one. May

that goddess direct us in [cordect] direction.

A;�a.d;�a.ta.ÞR ;ja.�ana.× .d:[+ ya.+ .du ;�a.h;ta.+ ta.v+ |
ta.M+ .de ;va.+ A:nva.ja.ayant+ Ba.d� ;+ A:mxa.ta.banDa.v+H { 13 {
aditirhyajanis.t.a daks.a y�a duhit�a tava j
t�am. dev�a anvaj�ayanta bhadr�a am.rtabandhavah. jj 13 jj

O daksha, your daughter Aditi gave birth to immortal gods,worth praying.

k*:ama.e+ ya.ea.�an+H k*.ma.l*.+ va.j�a.pa.a.�a.NagRua.h;+ .h:sa.+ ma.a.ta.�a=;Öa.aBra.
amand� H |
:puanagRua.h;+ sak*:l*.+ ma.ayaya.+ c+ :pua�*.cyEa.Sa.+ ;�a.vaÖama.a.ta.a.�a.d;�a.ta.�a.vaÀ;eam,+ { 14 {
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k�amo yonih. kamal�a vajrap�an. irguh�a has�a m�atari�sv�abhramindrah. j
punarguh�a sakal�a m�ayay�a ca purucyais.�a vi�svam�at�aditividyom jj 14 jj

k*:am+ k, ya.ea.�an+ O;, k*.ma.l*.+ IR , va.j�a.pa.a.�a.N+ l, gua.h;+ ß� ;M+, .h, s+, ma.a.ta.�a=;Öa.+ k, A:Br+ .h, I;nd� l, ß� ;M+, s+,
k, l, ma.aya.+ ß� ;M+, these are the root knowledge about the Mother of the whole universe

and an aspect of brahma.

The mantra gives the following matras for meditation : k*O;*IR l;ß� ;M+, .h:sak*:h;l;ß� ;M+,sak*:l;ß� ;M+,

ka�e��lahr��m. , hasakahalahr��m. ,sakalahr��m. ,

This is a very important mantra for Tantra. It is said to have six types of meanings

: Ba.a.va.a.TR+ , va.acya.a.TR+ sa}pra.d;aya.a.TR+ , k*:Ea.	a.l*k*:a.TR+ , =*h:~ya.a.TR+ , ta.tva.a.TR+

bh�av�artha, v�acy�artha samprad�ay�artha, kaulik�artha, rahasy�artha, tatv�artha.

Some commentators show even more meanings to the level of meaning of individual

letter.

O;*Sa.+YY.tma.Za.�a.�H | O;*Sa.+ ;�a.vaÖama.ea.�a.h:n�a.+ | :pa.a.Za�u *.ZaDanua.ba.Ra.NaDa=*+ |
O;*Sa.+ Ô�a.ama.h;a.�a.vaÀ;+ | y+ O;*v+ vea.d s+ .Za.eakM ta=*�a.t+ { 15 {
es.�a

0 0tma�saktih. j es.�a vi�svamohin�� j p�a�sa _nku�sadhanurb�an. adhar�a j
es.�a �sr��mah�avidy�a j ya eva veda sa �sokam. tarati jj 15 jj

She is the power of Paramatma. She is the one to bewitch all. She puts

on tongs, Ankusha, bow and arrows. She is Shri MahaVidya. One who

knows this well overcomes sadness.

nama~te+ A:~tu+ Baga.va.�a.t+ ma.a.ta=;sma.an,+ :pa.a.�a.h sa.vRa.t+H { 16 {
namaste astu bhagavati m�atarasm�an p�ahi sarvatah. jj 16 jj

O Bhagavati, these namaskars to you. O mother, protect us in all ways.

sEa.Sa.a.×;E+ vasa.v+H | sEa.SEak*:a.d;Z+ �*:d� ;+H | sEa.Sa.+ Á*a.d;Za.a.�a.d;tya.+H|
sEa.Sa.+ ;�a.vaÖea.de ;va.+H sa.eama.pa.+ A:sa.eama.pa.+H c+ | sEa.Sa.+ ya.a.tuaDa.ana.+ A:sua=*+ =;[a.Ma.
as+ ;�a.pa.Za.aca.+
ya[a.+H ;
asa¸*+H|
sEa.Sa.+ sa.tva=*ja.tamasa.Ma.
as+ |
sEa.Sa.+ b.�a.Ý;a.�a.va.SNua�*:d� :�*.�a.pa.N�a.+ | sEa.Sa.+ :pra.ja.a.pa.t�a.and� :mana.v+H
sEa.Sa.+ g�a.h:na[a²a.$ya.ea.�a.t+H |
sEa.Sa.+ k*:l*.ak*:a.Ù;a.�a.d:k*:a.l*�*.�a.pa.N�a.+| ta.ama.hM :pra.Na.ea.
am+ ;�ana.tyam,+ |
:pa.a.pa.a.pa.h;a.�a=*N�a.M+ .de ;v�a.M+ Bua.�a.�*mua.�a.�*.pra.d;a.�ayan�a.am,+ |
A:nanta.M+ ;�a.va.jaya.M+ .Zua¸*M+ .Za=*Nya.M+ ;�a.Za.va.d;M+ ;�a.Za.va.am,+ { 17 {
sais.�as.t.au vasavah. j sais.aik�ada�sa rudr�ah. j sais.�a dv�ada�s�adity�ah. j
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sais.�a vi�svedev�ah. somap�a asomap�ah. ca j sais.�a y�atudh�an�a asur�a raks.�am. si
pi�s�ac�a yaks.�ah. siddh�ah. j
sais.�a satvarajatamas�am. si j
sais.�a brahm�avis.n. urudrar�upin.�� j sais.�a praj�apat��ndramanavah.
sais.�a grahanaks.atrajyotih. j
sais.�a kal�ak�as.t.h�adik�alar�upin.�� j t�amaham. pran. omi nityam j
p�ap�apah�arin.��m. dev��m. bhuktimuktiprad�ayin��m j
anant�am. vijay�am. �suddh�am. �saran. y�am. �sivad�am. �siv�am jj 17 jj

She is these eight vasus. She is the eleven Rudras. She is the tweleve

Adityas. She is the All-gods | drinking Soma or non-drinking. She is

Yatudhan, Rakshahas, Asuras, Pishachas, Yakshas and Siddhas. She is

Satva, Rajas and Tamas. She is Brahma, Vishnu and Rudra. She is

Prajapati, Indra and Manu. She is the planets, stars and constellations.

She is various measures of Time. She is destroyer of sins, giver of both

enjoyment and Moksha, without end, giving victory [over distractions of

Samsar], pure, worth taking refuge, giver of peace, peace personi�ed, we

pray to her.

In Vedic texts two types of gods are shown | those who drink Soma, sa.eama.pa.+ somap�a

and those who drink ghee, .Gxa.ta.pa.+ gh.rtap�a. The �rst type of gods represent various

regions and activities of our brain while in deep meditation, while the second type of

gods denote regions and activities of brain while one is doing some mental activity.

Yatudhan are a kind of demons.

;�a.vaya.d� ;ak*:a=;sMayua.�M v�a.a.�a.ta.h;ea²asama.�anva.tam,+ |
A.DeRandu ;l*.
asa.tM+ .de ;v.ya.+ b�a.a.jM+ sa.va.Ra.TRasa.aDak*.m,+ { 18 {
viyad��k�arasam. yuktam. v��tihotrasamanvitam j
ardhendulasitam. devy�a b��jam. sarv�arthas�adhakam jj 18 jj

O;*vameak*:a[a=M b.�a.Ý ya.tay+H .Zua¸;cea.tas+H |
Dya.aya.��ant+ :pa=;ma.and:maya.+ :]a.ana.a}bua=*a.Zay+H { 19 {
evamek�aks.aram. brahma yatayah. �suddhacetasah. j
dhy�ayanti param�andamay�a j~n�an�ambur�a�sayah. jj 19 jj

Akash means .h, with IR -syllable, Agni =, A< is the Bijamantra (ß� ;<+) for the
goddess. It is able to satisfy all desires. Those Yogis whose mind is pure,

meditate on this one syllable Brahma, they are having extreme happiness

and like an ocean of knowledge.

va.a�;aya.+ b.�a.Ý:sUa~tasma.a.t,+ :Sa.ÙM va.�� *sama.�anva.tam,+ |
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sUaya.eR+Y.va.amaÔa.ea²a.�a.bandu :sMayua.�*.×;a°xa.t�a.ayakH {
na.a=*aya.Nean+ sMa.
amaÔa.e+ va.ayuaÑa.aDa=;yuak, ta.t+H |
;�a.va�e+ na.va.a.NRak*:e+Y.NR+H ~ya.anma.h;d;anand;d;ayakH { 20 {
v�a_nm�ay�a brahmas�ustasm�at s.as.t.ham. vaktrasamanvitam j
s�uryo 0v�ama�srotrabindusam. yuktas. t.�att.rt��yakah. jj
n�ar�ayan. ena sam. mi�sro v�ayu�sc�adharayuk tatah. j
vicce nav�arn. ako

0rn. ah. sy�anmahad�anandad�ayakah. jj 20 jj

Vak Oe;M , Maya ß� ;M+, Brahmas or Kama �� *:M+, the sixth consonant c+ with Vaktra

A;+, Surya m+, the right ear o, and Bindu AM , the third from f, , i.e. q, with
Narayana A;+, Vayu y+, with lips Oe;, and ;�a.va�e+ { this na.va.a.NR+ mantra gives pleasure

(bliss), and nearness to Brahma to the meditator.

Oe;M ß� ;M+ �� *:M+ ca.amMuaq*.ayE+ ;�a.va�e+ |
The meaning of this mantra is O Sarasvati, O Laxmi, O Kali, all of us pray to you

to obtain the realization of Brahma. O Chandika, here are namaskars to you. Please

remove the tight knot of this bond in form of Ignorance and release me from Samsar.

.�*tpua.Nq*=� *ak*.maDya~Ta.M+ :pra.a.t+H:sUayRasama.praBa.am,+ |
:pa.a.Za�u *.ZaDa=*M+ sa.Ea}ya.M+ va=*d;aBaya.h:~tak*:am,+ {
;�a²anea²a.M+ =*�*.vasana.M+ Ba.�*k*:ama.du .Da.M+ Ba.je+ { 21 {
h.rtpun. d. ar��kamadhyasth�am. pr�atah. s�uryasamaprabh�am j
p�a�sa _nku�sadhar�am. saumy�am. varad�abhayahastak�am jj
trinetr�am. raktavasan�am. bhaktak�amadudh�am. bhaje jj 21 jj

I worship the goddess staying in the middle of my Self (or mind), bright as

the morning Sun, holding tongs and Ankusha, with beautiful looks, with

the hand in Varad (benefactory) and Abhaya (protecting) mudra, with

three eyes, with red cloths and who satis�es the desires of her worshippers.

Trinetra { one having three eyes; eyes denote the source of information or knowledge;

because it is Vak which makes me know the world, while I am awake, asleep or

dreaming, Vak has three eyes, one for each state of mine. Or, some interprete the

states refered as awake, asleep and meditating, the Third eye corresponding to the

meditative state.

with red cloths { cloths are the outer covering; the outer layer of Vak is the activity

that goes on during the waking state and it is denoted by the red colour, which is a

standard colour code in Rigveda for Agni, the activity at Cerebral Cortex.

nama.a.
am+ tva.M+ ma.h;a.de ;v�a.M+ ma.h;aBaya.�a.vana.a.�a.Zan�a.am,+ |
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ma.h;a.du :gRa.pra.Zaman�a.M+ ma.h;ak*:a�*:Nya�*.�a.pa.N�a.am,+ { 22 {
nam�ami tv�am. mah�adev��m. mah�abhayavin�a�sin��m j
mah�adurgapra�saman��m. mah�ak�arun. yar�upin.��m jj 22 jj

I o�er namaskars to the goddess destroying fearsome troubles, eliminating

mighty obstacles, personi�ed compassion.

ya~ya.+H ~va�*.pM+ b.�a.Ý;a.d:ya.e+ n+ .ja.ana.��ant+ tasma.a.du :cya.te+ A::]eaya.+ |
ya~ya.+ A:nta.e+ n+ l*Bya.te+ tasma.a.du :cya.te+ A:nanta.+ |
ya~ya.+ l*[yM+ na.ea.pa.l*[ya.te+ tasma.a.du :cya.te+ A;l*[ya.+ |
ya~ya.+ .jananM+ na.ea.pa.l*[ya.te+ tasma.a.du :cya.te+ A;ja.+ |
O;;kE *:v+ sa.vRa²+ va.tRa.te+ tasma.a.du :cya.te+ O;;k*:+ |
O;;kE *:v+ ;�a.vaÖa�*.�a.pa.N�a.+ tasma.a.du :cya.te+ nEak*:+ |
A;t+ O;*va.eacya.te+ A::]eaya.ananta.a.l*[ya.a.jEak*:+ nEake *:�a.t+ { 23 {
yasy�ah. svar�upam. brahm�adayo na j�ananti tasm�aducyate aj~ney�a j
yasy�a anto na labhyate tasm�aducyate anant�a j
yasy�a laks.yam. nopalaks.yate tasm�aducyate alaks.y�a j
yasy�a jananam. nopalaks.yate tasm�aducyate aj�a j
ekaiva sarvatra vartate tasm�aducyate ek�a j
ekaiva vi�svar�upin.�� tasm�aducyate naik�a j
ata evocyate aj~ney�anant�alaks.y�ajaik�a naiketi jj 23 jj

Even Brahma etc. do not know her real form, so she is called Ajneya. We

do not �nd its limit, so she is called Ananta. We can not �nd the meaning,

so she is called Alakshya. Her birth is not known, so she is called Aja.

She is found one alone evrywhere, so she is called Eka. She one alone has

taken up all the various forms, so she is called Naika. Because of this she

is called these various names.

man�&a.a.Na.M+ ma.a.txak*:+ .de ;v�a.+ .Za.b.d;ana.M+ :]a.ana�*.�a.pa.N�a.+ |
:]a.ana.ana.M+ ;�acanmaya.a.t�a.a.ta.+ .ZUanya.ana.M+ .ZUanyasa.a.	a[a.N�a.+ {
ya~ya.+H :pa=*ta=M na.a.�/�a~t+ sEa.Sa.+ .du :ga.R+ :pra.�ak*:�a.tRa.ta.+ { 24 {
mantr�an. �am. m�at.rk�a dev�� �sabd�an�am. j~n�anar�upin.�� j
j~n�an�an�am. cinmay�at��t�a �s�uny�an�am. �s�unyas�aks.in.�� jj
yasy�ah. parataram. n�asti sais.�a durg�a prakirtit�a jj 24 jj

Amongst the mantras she is the original sounds, in the words she is the

essence of knowledge. Amongst the knowledge she is beyond what is com-

prehensible by analysis and in the Shunya, i.e., during deep meditation,

she is the witness to that state. She is well known as Durga, there is
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nothing better than her.

ta.M+ .du :ga. + .du :gRama.M+ .de ;v�a.M+ .du :=*aca.a=*�a.vaGa.a.�a.tan�a.am,+ |
nama.a.
am+ Ba.vaB�a.a.ta.e+Y.hM sMasa.a=*a.NRa.va.ta.a.�a=*N�a.am,+ { 25 {
t�am. durg�am. durgam�am. dev��m. dur�ac�aravigh�atin��m j
nam�ami bhavabh��to 0ham. sam. s�ar�arn. avat�arin.��m jj 25 jj

I, afraid of the Samsara, o�er namaskars to Durga, di�cult to know, de-

stroyer of sins and pilot while crossing this sea of Samsara.

I*d:ma.Ta.vRa.Z�a.a.S + ya.e+YD�a.a.te+ s+ :pa a.a.Ta.vRa.Z�a.a.SRa.ja.pa.P*.l*ma.aÆa.ea.�a.t+ |
I*d:ma.Ta.vRa.Z�a.a.SRama:]a.a.tva.+ ya.e+Yca. + ~Ta.a.paya.�a.t+ .Za.ta.l*[M+ :pra.ja.Åva.a.�a.p+ sa.e+Yca.Ra.
asa.	a M̧ n+ ;�a.vand;�a.t+
|
.Za.tama.×;ea°a=M ca.a~y+ :pua=;Ñaya.Ra.�a.va.�+.D+H smxa.t+H |
.d;Za.va.a=M :pa.Fe *À:~tu+ saÀH :pa.a.pE+H :pramuacya.te+ |
ma.h;a.du :ga.Ra.�a.N+ ta=*�a.t+ ma.h;a.de ;v.ya.+H :prasa.a.d;t+H { 26 {
idamatharva�s��rs.am. yo 0dh��te sa pa~nc�atharva�s��rs.ajapaphalam�apnoti j
idamatharva�s��rs.amaj~n�atv�a yo 0rc�am. sth�apayati �satalaks.am. prajaptv�api
so 0rc�asiddhim. na vindati j
�satamas.t.ottaram. c�asya pura�scary�avidhih. sm.rtah. j
da�sav�aram. pat.hedyastu sadyah. p�apaih. pramucyate j
mah�adurg�an. i tarati mah�adevy�ah. pras�adatah. jj 26 jj

One who studies this Athrvashirsha gets credit for reciting it �ve times.

One who establishes and worships an image without knowing this Athar-

vashirsha will not get any bene�t, even if does 100,000 recitations.

Repeat this 108 times | that is the method of Purascharana. Even re-

peating ten times makes him free of sins due to the grace of MahaDevi.

6 Rigvediya Devi Sukta :

�*gvea.d� ;ay+ .de ;v�a.asUa.� .rgved��ya dev��s�ukta

This sukta appears as mantras 1 to 8 of 125th sukta of 10th Adhyaya of 10th Man-

dala. The whole sukta is extremely important from view point of understanding

the contents of Rigveda. A very deep and abstract sukta, one has to have certain

background to understand it properly. Still an attempt is made here to explain it.

One interpretation of this sukta is that Vak was a historical person and daughter of

Rishi Ambhrini. She was a Self realized person and had established oneness with
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